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RBA Archers Ranked 7th in the World! 

Orlando, FL—Middle school 

students from Leland’s Roger 

Bacon Academy (RBA) were 

thrilled to meet students from South 

Africa, Canada and New Zealand. It 

was also a thrill to compete against 

them at the National Archery in the 

Schools Program® (NASP ) World 

Tournament held in Orlando FL. 

And compete with them they did. In 

only their second appearance in the 

world tournament, the RBA Archery 

team climbed up to seventh in the 

world in middle school archery. 

That’s up seven spots from last 

year’s fourteenth ranking. 

    “This year was a total team effort, 

everybody pulled their own weight,” 

said T.J. Beamer archery team 

coach for The Roger Bacon 

Academy. “Not only did our 

students compete well, their 

sportsmanship and conduct away 

from the competition was 

outstanding,” he added.  

    At the National NASP® 

Tournament in Louisville, KY, the 

archery team, with 21 middle school 

students, won the right to compete 

in the NASP® World Tournament. The 

tournament invites the best competitive 

archers from around the world in three 

divisions of competition: elementary, 

middle school and high school. The 

RBA middle school team of boys and 

girls was accompanied by not only team 

coaches but a myriad of parents and 

family members as well, taking up a 

whole section in the stands.  

    “This is a family endeavor,” said Jill 

Applewhite mother of eighth grade 

archer Leanne Applewhite. Jill’s 

husband also attended. “We had a great 

group of people from RBA here this 

year supporting these students and it 

makes a huge difference. Not only are 

these archers competing on an 

enormous stage, they are also learning 

about how to interact with people 

from around the country and around 

the world,” she said. 

    Steve Windham, Charter Day 

School Board of Trustees member 

and guardian of sixth grade archery 

competitor Coty Conner said, “I am 

thrilled to be involved with such a 

great group of students who worked 

extremely hard and performed very 

well. They represented North 

Carolina with the utmost sportsman-

like conduct both on and off the 

archery range.”  

    The National Archery in the 

Schools Program® brings the sport of 

archery to millions of students in 

schools across the United States. The 

program is designed to teach 

International style target archery in 

physical education classes in the  

4th-12th grades.  

    The RBA Archery team 

was  sponsored for this trip by 

Windham Distributing, Quality Deer 

Management Association (QDMA), 

The Roger Bacon Academy and 

Coastal Habitat Conservancy LLC.  
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RBA Cheerleaders National Champions! 

RBA Vikings Football Team Wins  Division! 

Goes To First Playoff Game 

Special shout out to the RBA Football teams for a great season this year! Our Junior Midget football team was 

UNDEFEATED in regular season games and were the Coastal Pop Warner Division Champs this year!  

“They weren't even scored on the first 6 games!” said coach Darryl LaFave. Great job RBA Vikings! 

Orlando, FL—Precise movements, school spirit, contagious 

enthusiasm, vocal articulation, spiraling jumps, unbelievable 

stunts, team pyramids, individual safety and crowd appeal are 

all part of what is intensely cheer squad for this monumental 

accomplishment of winning the national championship!” said 

Jean Lascrutinized by five national Pop Warner cheerleading 

judges. The cheerleading teams only get one shot to show 

their stuff. One shot was all that was needed for The Roger 

Bacon Academy’s Junior Pee Wee medium intermediate 

cheer squad to take home the national championship on 

Monday, December 5, 2011. Not only did they receive the 

highest award, the squad, which is composed of 9, 10 and 11 

year old girls, were also awarded the “Spirit of Sport Award” 

for sportsmanship.  

    “I am so unbelievably proud of our cheerleaders,” states 

Jean LaFave, Pop Warner cheerleading coach and 

coordinator for The Roger Bacon Academy. “I am equally as 

thrilled with them winning the sportsmanship award. It’s the 

best of both worlds to compete well and do it with a great 

attitude,” she added.  

    Other RBA cheer squads competed at the National 

tournament this week: the Junior Pee Wee large intermediate 

cheer squad placed 4th in the nation and the Midget 

cheerleaders place 6th in the nation. We are pleased our girls  

have this opportunity to travel and compete on such a high 

level.  

     “No Fear, No Limits” is the cheerleading motto on 

>>>>>>>>>> Register on-line during Open Enrollment January 1-January 31.  Tuition-free! <<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
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 CDS Basketball Developing Shooters 

    Since the opening of Charter Day School (CDS) 

eleven years ago mainly two sports have been offered, 

football and cheerleading. In 2009, Charter Day 

School began offering Archery and that program has 

flourished over its first three seasons. Now our school 

offers a new sport, basketball. The team consists of 

seventeen boys and one girl across all three grade 

levels. “I love being the only girl on the team because 

hanging out with the guys is just so much fun,” said 

Jami Boyette, the only girl who tried out for the 

basketball team. The team practices twice a week from 

4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. and their new coaches, Dr. 

Miller, Mr. Fassbender and Mr. Driver, mainly focus 

on the team learning sportsmanship, being leaders and 

working to improve every day. The team has just 

played their first game and even though they lost, they 

are determined to do a lot better at their next game and 

their best throughout this season.      
      All of the players that were interviewed came to 

the same conclusion: Basketball is a great sport and is 

really fun to play! “Our players are good sports, 

talented, and will gain a lot of experience playing,” 

said Coach William Fassbender. “They have the 

potential to win their next game.” In order for players 

to stay on the basketball team they have to maintain at 

least a C average in all of their classes and maintain a 

level of character within the classroom. Jami Boyette 

commented, “The grade limit challenges me to do my 

best in school but it’s all worth it because I get to play 

the sport I love.” The new basketball team, unlike 

many of the other teams in their division, is still 

starting out and they are also still getting used to a new 

coach: Coach Miller. “Even though Coach Miller is 

our principal he is still a great coach and challenges us 

to do our best every time we step on the court,” 

commented Jesse Morgan on the subject.  

   As CDS grows into the new sport, the expectations 

are high. Many of the players believe that as they grow 

more as a team and practice a lot more that they will 

have a lot more potential. “We have improved a lot 

since last year and Coach Miller works a lot on 

sportsmanship and helps us to perfect the little things 

that don’t seem very important but really are,” said 

power forward Jesse Morgan. You would think that 

losing big in your first game might take a hit on a new 

basketball team but according to small forward Zach 

Potter, it gives them some more confidence. “Our team 

definitely has room for improvement, but if we learn 

from our mistakes we can fix them and we will be a lot 

better.” After being outscored heavily in the first half 

against Cape Fear Academy, the team showed their 

fortitude and competed hard in the second half only 

being outscored 19 to 15.   

Written by Ms. Rebecca Harris and Mr. Hunter Mintz  - 

CDS 7th grade students 
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2011 Maco Light Legend 5K/Fun Run 

    “I’m not sure I saw the Maco light, but I sure was looking!” said Jack 

Boldt, 4th grader at Charter Day School, about running the Maco Light 

Legend 5k last year. He joined nearly two hundred other runners and 

walkers in last year’s race held on the school’s campus. Jack, then an 

eight year old, finished an impressive 3rd in his age group and 23rd 

overall. The 5k race and fun run was such a successful fundraiser for the 

non-profit Charter Day School Booster Club that they decided to 

organize it again. 

    The Maco Light Legend 5k and Fun Run was held on Saturday, 

November 12, 2011 at 3:30 p.m. on the Charter Day School campus in 

Leland, NC. A successful event overall, the school saw 164 runners and 

walkers. Teachers and Cub Scouts volunteered to help with the event and 

we had a good staff turn out. The event raised $3,592.57 for the Fitness 

and Fine Arts Program of Charter Day School.  

    “The event is a great opportunity to show off our campus and school 

to the local community, challenge our students (along with parents, 

community members, faculty and staff) to keep active while having fun 

by running and walking,” said Mark Cramer, CEO and Superintendent 

for The Roger Bacon Academy. 

    The Maco Light Legend is a familiar ghost story in Brunswick county. 

The old Maco train ran on the back of the school property and race 

organizers have taken advantage of the folklore to help promote the 

event. The Maco Light Legend 5K and Fun Run was sponsored by the 

Maco Depot C-Store, The Roger Bacon Academy, and Coastal Habitat 

Conservancy LLC among others.  

    This cross country/haunted trail race is run through the beautiful 

woodland campus and includes the old train track trail known to be 

where the legendary Joe Baldwin ghostly light has been seen. There was 

a new finish line this year, and the post-race party featured bouncy 

houses for the kids, vendor/sponsor booths, refreshments, entertainment 

and awards.  

    Popular Wilmington rock and blues band BLP with Jaime Michele did 

a great job performing at the after party. Plan on attending the Maco 

Light Legend 5K next year! 
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Running Habits Carrying Off Campus 

Kristin Brown, CDS Teacher,  Completed: PPD  Beach to Battleship Triathlon 

How long have you been running/biking/swimming? I started training in running, biking, and 

swimming two years ago. I was a competitive swimmer when I was younger and I played competi-

tive rugby for years (which involves a lot of running during a game), but when I moved to NC I 

decided it was time to retire from rugby and try something new.  

Have you participated in any other marathons/triathlons? My first triathlon was last year (May 

2010). It was the White Lake Sprint and I became addicted to the sport. I have completed sprint, 

internationals, and my first half iron this past season. 

What is it about running/biking/swimming that you enjoy? I enjoy all three because it allows me 

to challenge myself and I achieve goals I didn't think were possible. I also enjoy running, biking, 

and swimming because it allows me to be reflective. The great thing about triathlons is that I get to 

do three different sports each week.  

Donnie Norris, CDS Board Member,  Completed: Marine Corps Marathon 2011 

How long have you been running? I have been running to stay in shape for about 6-7 years but 

have become a “serious” runner trying to increase my speed in the past 12 months.  

Have you participated in any other marathons? I have run 3 marathons.  My first was in March 

2010 with a time of 4:15, my second one was in March 2011 with a 3:48 time.  The last one 

was the MCM in October 2011 with a 3:29 time.  

What is it about running that you enjoy? The competitiveness, great stress reliever and you can 

do it whenever or wherever you want.  Not to mention it’s a great way to stay in shape.  

Mark Cramer, RBA Superintendent,  Completed: Marine Corps Marathon 2011 

How long have you been running? I did a lot of running when I started in the Marine Corps, 

including sub 20 minute 5k’s. But I started running again about 18 months ago to train for the 

Maco Light Legend’s inaugural 5k race here on campus and just kept going.  

Have you participated in any other marathons? While training I ran several 5k’s and a half 

marathon in the mountains of western North Carolina called Downhill at Dawn. MCM was 

my first full marathon. 

What is it about running that you enjoy? I choose to do a marathon because of the extreme 

challenge is presents and to push myself to complete it. The tough part is not the  

marathon itself, but the months of training to prepare for it. It takes perseverance. 

Brad Barth, RBA Director of Public Affairs,  Completed: Ridge to Bridge Marathon 2011 

How long have you been running? Outside of training for soccer in high school and college 

not much—I really started running to train for this marathon about 6 months ago. 

Have you participated in any other marathons? This was my first marathon. While training I 

ran three 5k’s a 10k and a lot of long runs on Saturdays at Wrightsville beach.  

What is it about running that you enjoy? The finish line mostly! I heard someone say “the only 

runner’s high they get is when they finish running” and I would have to agree with that. I do 

enjoy the process of running and have come to appreciate all the benefits that come along 

with a daily exercise routine. Running is one of the most basic and inexpensive form of  

exercise there is—so why not get into it?  The benefits to your body and mind are too  

numerous to even mention. I plan on running a half and another full marathon in 2012. 
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 Charter Day School is 

honored to have two award 

winners for the UNCW’s 

Promise of Leadership Award. 

Ms. Brianna Cox is the 

elementary teacher award 

recipient, and Ms. Lauren 

Eleuteri is the middle school 

award recipient. The Promise of 

Leadership Award is given to 

new teachers who show 

leadership and innovation in the 

classroom. Ms. Cox and Ms. 

Eleuteri were nominated by the administration at Charter Day School 

and will be formally recognized by UNCW for their commitment and 

expertise with the Promise of Leadership Award. These teachers also have an opportunity to 

work with a UNCW mentor and provide professional development to other beginning teachers 

during spring workshop sessions at the Beginning Teacher Conference.  
 

Kindergarten Teacher Brianna Cox 

Middle School Teacher 

Lauren Eleuteri 

Two Teachers Receive Promise of 

Leadership Awards From UNCW 
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Cub Scout Pack 705 
     Our Pack consists of boys from first through fifth grades.  

Currently our roster has about 90 registered scouts.  Most of our 

boys are students at RBA although any boy within first through 

fifth grades can join.  Some of our scouts attend area elementary 

schools and some are home schooled.  The goal of the scouting 

program is to help these young men develop into responsible, 

respectful individuals who have a good sense of community. 

     Our scouting year starts in August and finishes up in May 

when the boys cross over into their new ranks.  During the year 

each den is busy working on their rank requirements.  Many 

opportunities  are available to help them along the trail; such as 

our 2nd Annual Belt Loop Day which was held in April.  This is 

an opportunity for all Cubs to explore new interests and work 

toward rank requirements.  Over 150 belt loops were earned that 

day.  We also attended spring resident camp and Camp McNeil.  

The theme was a pirate adventure!   

     At the same time Webelos were invited to visit Camp 

Bower’s, the Boy Scout reserve.  They earned pins in such areas 

as forestry and geology.  In September, Webelos attended the 

fall Camporee at Bowers.  There were over 700 scouts in 

attendance from several different councils.  On Halloween 

weekend we scared it up by having our first Tent or Treat 

Campout.  Scouts and their families decorated their tents, 

dressed in costumes, carved pumpkins and went on the Joe 

Baldwin nighttime hike.  It was awesome fun….and we did see 

the light!  We also collected food via the Scouting for Food 

drive.  Some upcoming events are Christmas caroling at 

Brunswick Cove and participating in the Leland Christmas 

Parade. 

     The BSA program is a great way to get involved with your 

sons and teach them strong values.  Anyone interested in joining 

Pack 705 or volunteering, please contact Hazen Taggett at 910-

512-5692. 

Webelo’s  Raising the Flag 

Ben Denman working on project for 

his Craftsman pin at the Sneads Ferry 

Scout Day 

Webelos at the “Goldmine” Camp McNeil 
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Meet Barbra Jones  

    The Roger Bacon Academy welcomes the newest team 

member, Barbra Jones. Down to earth and sweet as southern 

tea, Barbra’s new title is  Coordinator of Community Rela-

tions and New School Development. “That title is made up 

though,” says Barbra. “I’m not that stiff! My role is to really 

bridge the gap as RBA moves forward into urban areas.”  

    Barbra brings a wealth of experience in education work-

ing for over 20 years in the public school system in Hou-

ston, Texas. Starting as a 4th grade teacher she has worked 

her way up the ladder stopping along the way in positions 

such as: Title I Coordinator, Assistant Principal, School 

Principal for several Houston area schools. This included 

the Heritage Elementary school, a PK-5 school with approx-

imately 800 students. 

    In the leadership positions within her communities, Ms. 

Jones fosters parental involvement wherever possible along 

with outreach to local organizations. While striving for buy-

in by the community outside the school, her internal focus is 

on implementing field-proven curricula and training her 

classroom teachers in successful pedagogical methods.  The 

goal is that every student will meet high expectations and 

become a productive member of society. 

    Barbra says she is excited to start this new chapter of her 

life her in North Carolina. “I’m closing an old chapter and 

starting a new life,” she says, “The only other time I lived 

outside of Texas was with my late husband in England for a 

year and a half.” Barbra has already made an impact here. 

She’s actively involved in the community and is already  

being recognized by people she sees around town. 

The Roger Bacon Academy Statement Regarding the 

Proposed D. C. Virgo Charter School. 

October 5, 2011—Media Release 

In 1996 charter schools were ratified in North Carolina to “increase learning opportunities for all students”  and 

“provide different and innovative teaching methods,” and the change at D. C. Virgo school creates a great 

opportunity to accomplish that mission. The Roger Bacon Academy commends the New Hanover County school 

board for their tough decision on making the D.C. Virgo a charter school. Creating a charter school within the 

county school system is a ground breaking decision that may serve  in the best interests of the children in the 

surrounding community. We hope that a viable charter application agreeable to all can be worked out and 

approved by the State Board of Education in Raleigh. While we regret not being chosen to lend our twelve years of 

charter school management experience to aid in this project, we remain supportive of all efforts to “increase 

learning opportunities for all students” as we have done with our 1,500 students in Brunswick and Columbus 

counties. We hope that this experience will be a starting point for future coordinating efforts with the New Hanover 

County School Board and a means of dialogue that will benefit  the academic advancement of all students in  

New Hanover County. 

Ms. Barbra Jones 
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    Her knowledge in education and administration will continue 

to be a very valuable resource as RBA looks into the possibility 

of opening urban charter schools. “Teachers need to teach,” she 

states. “My philosophy is that teachers don’t teach from their 

seat but from their feet. Teachers need to act as if there will be 

no parental involvement; the responsibility to teach is placed 

squarely on the educator.” We couldn’t agree more and are 

looking forward to big things with Barbra’s help! 
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Columbus Charter School Updates 

Columbus Charter School parents and teachers supported 

costume day and had a great time.  Ms. Stroup’s class 

enjoyed a terrific Halloween party with lots of food and 

candy.  All of the children in the classroom had a great 

time and enjoyed the day’s festivities.  Ms. Raymond and 

some of the parents dressed up to add more fun to the 

children’s event.  Each child enjoyed learning about other 

children’s costumes and took home plenty of goodies.  

The Pilgrims and Indians of Ms. Cox and Ms. Neel’s 1st 

grade class set down for an exciting day and meal 

during their Thanksgiving party.  During the first week 

of Thanksgiving the children were taught what 

thanksgiving really means and about sharing.  All of 

their costumes were made by the children and they were 

also taught about friendship, Pilgrims, and 

Indians.  Many parents came in an helped with the 

Thanksgiving meal and enjoyed watching the  

children interact.   

November is a time to remember  all of the men and 

women that have served in the United States Armed 

Forces.  Mr. Steve Smith and Mr. Wade Hall walked 

around each classroom and instructed the children about 

what a Veteran is and how you become a 

Veteran.  Children were able to view some sword drill 

and ask questions about our armed forces.   They were 

tasked with thanking all Veterans for their service on 

Veteran’s day and not forget that our country is free 

because of those that protect us. 

The children of Columbus Charter School donated over 

130 unwrapped toys for the Toys for Tots program.  

Thousands of children each year would not enjoy  

Christmas and the opportunity to open gifts if it were not 

for wonderful and grateful people that are very giving 

during this holiday season.  Thank you to all of those 

families and children that supported Columbus Charter 

School’s efforts.  
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CCS Middle School Coming in 2012-13 

Whiteville—Classroom and office buildings have 

arrived at 350 Education Lane in Whiteville.  Co-

lumbus Charter Middle School is under construction 

and well on the way to completion.  The 42 acre 

track purchased in January of 2010 by Coastal Habi-

tat Conservancy (CHC) at the southwest corner of 

Peacock and Old Lumberton Road will be our 

school site for our  6th, 7th, and future 8th grade stu-

dents in 2012-2013.   Mr. Baker Mitchell (our 

school founder) and Mr. Mark Cramer (our school 

superintendent) are very happy with the success and 

growth of Columbus Charter Elementary School and 

both are excited to see how the middle school is 

coming along in Columbus County. 

    Headmaster Steve Smith states, “The setup of our 

new middle school will give the children the feel of 

a regular school setting as all of the classrooms with 

the exception of the computer lab, will be located in 

one building.  Each child will have his or her own 
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locker space and I look forward to continuing the 

safe and structured environment that we have es-

tablished in our elementary school”. 

    Columbus Charter Middle School is a tuition 

free public charter school and our school will con-

tinue to be a school of distinction.  The middle 

school will  challenge children academically with 

levels higher than expected.  In 2012-2013, the 

number of students will be at or about 100 children 

with the maximum growth of 300 by 2015 in our 

middle school.  Columbus Charter School and Co-

lumbus Charter Middle School will be operated by 

the Roger Bacon Academy under the direction of 

Superintendent Mark Cramer.  Smith states, “we 

currently have about 110 children in grades 5 and 

6 that will start in July 2012 at the new middle 

school and we are looking forward to seeing more 

applications”.   Open enrollment for the 6th and 7th 

grade will be on 1 January 2012. 
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Raleigh—The N.C. State Board of Education voted recently on nominees to its new N.C. 

Public Charter School Advisory Council. Two familiar local names are on the list – New 

Hanover County Schools Superintendent Tim Markley and Baker Mitchell Jr., founder of 

The Roger Bacon Academy—Charter Day School in Leland.  

    The Advisory Council was created after the General Assembly lifted  

the 100-school limit on charter schools in the state. The Council will be responsible for ad-

vising state board on public charter school policies and standards.  The Council will also be 

responsible for reviewing all new charter applications and for renewing or revoking existing 

charters.  

    “This is an opportunity to help new charter schools form and grow,” said Mitchell. Mitch-

ell said that the goal of the Council, as charged by the General Assembly and the State Board 

of Education, is to ensure that public charter schools adhere to high levels of compliance 

with all regulatory matters while maintaining the highest quality in academics for the stu-

dents whom they serve. 

      “I’m looking forward to working with Superintendent Markley and the other Council 

members to achieve that goal,” Mitchell said. 

School Founder Baker Mitchell appointed to State 

Charter School Advisory Council 
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