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Many other parents have extremely
positive comments on the year round
schedule and the traditional
uniforms.

Whiteville
– Headmaster Steve
Smith announced that a 42 acre tract
at the southwest corner of Peacock
and Old Lumberton has been
acquired to ensure expansion room
for Columbus Charter School.
―Charter schools do not
receive any funds for land or
buildings so we are dependent upon
outside help for our facilities,‖ said
Smith. ―We rent our school property
and buildings from Coastal Habitat
Conservancy (CHC). They have
been very cooperative in buying this
convenient tract across from the
elementary school, so we will have
room for a middle school when
conditions allow,‖ he added.
Baker Mitchell, Managing
Partner for CHC, said that site
planning for the middle school

would begin as soon as possible.
―There are no guarantees that in this
rough economic climate funds can be
found to build, but at least we will
have a great site ready when funds do
become available,‖ Mitchell said.
―The parents and community have
been so welcoming to Mr. Smith and
the school that I hope means can be
found to keep the yearly grade
additions moving ahead as scheduled,‖
he added.
―I like the fact that you can
challenge the kids with higher level
material if you feel that they are ready
for it,‖ said parent Sheila Dockery.
And Ginger Scott says she sends her
three children to CCS ―because of the
structured environment‖ and the
―behavioral standards … that reduce
the distractions in the classroom.‖

Smith said the tuition-free
public charter school was the only
school in the three-county area to
achieve ―School of Distinction‖
status with over 80% of the students
testing at or above grade level on the
state-wide achievement tests. ―We
try to make learning fun and ensure
that every child experiences success
as he or she moves through the
curriculum,‖ explained Smith.
Columbus Charter School is
a sister school with Charter Day
School in Brunswick County which
has 832 student in grades K-8. Both
schools are operated by The Roger
Bacon Academy under the overall
direction of Superintendent Mark
Cramer.
The Columbus school has
grown to 363 students in grades K
through 4 and is on track to add a 5th
grade next year. All children are
welcome, and interested parents can
tour the school or obtain more
information by calling Mr. Smith or
Ms. Crystal Morgan at 641-4042.
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“A Decade of Distinction”
Wilmington - The Roger Bacon Academy, Charter Day

School, Columbus Charter School 10th Anniversary
Banquet was held on October 10, 2009 in the grand
ballroom at the Holiday Inn Resort in Wrightsville
Beach, North Carolina. This is a teacher and staff
appreciation banquet that is held every year in the fall.
Board members, faculty, staff and their guests were
treated to dinner and dancing at the beautiful resort
overlooking the Atlantic Ocean.
This year was a very special occasion as it was
the tenth anniversary of The Roger Bacon
Academy/Charter Day School. Teachers of the Year
Amy Britt from Charter Day School and Kellye Fell
from Columbus Charter School were recognized and
Charter Day School Teacher of the Year, Amy Britt

Columbus Charter School Teacher of the Year, Kellye Fell
Line dancing is a favorite part of the festivities every year!

presented appreciation plaques and a dozen red roses.
Both schools were designated ―Schools of
Distinction‖ by the NC Department of Education and
were among to top 16% of all schools in the state.
Not only did faculty and staff feast on a fantastic
dinner and dance the night away on the dance floor, they
also became the only public school educators to receive
bonus checks for all of their hard work and dedication to
the education of our students! The state canceled its
bonus program, but the Board of Charter Day made up
for it from surplus funds.
Eunice King and Rochelle Canty smile for the camera!
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“Promises Kept”
by Mark Cramer, Superintendent

Nancy, Nick and Mark Cramer

Marlene and Baker Mitchell

Lori and Terry Boldt

On Wednesday July 12th, 2000,
at 1:30pm I met with a family about
enrolling their child in Charter Day
School. School was six days from
starting and I had 59 students signed
up. Now to put that in perspective, we
needed 65 students for the state to
allow us to stay open. This family
agreed to enroll their child and gave me
the name of another couple who might
be interested in enrolling. I then called
Mike and Elsie Frink. The directions
were fairly easy to follow: go down
the road and make a right after the
55mph sign. At that time they were
raising their three granddaughters,
Brittany, Tessa, and Gabby. Brittany
was a non-reader entering the second
grade and Tessa was a kindergarten
student, and Gabby was an infant.
After explaining that the reading
program would have both girls reading,
they said they would enroll them.
Mike was an auto mechanic
and quite honestly a hard man’s kind of
man. Mike loved NASCAR and we
often would talk about the races, and
he’d pass along his vast knowledge of
the sport. Well, we made it through
our first year, and both girls made
remarkable improvements. Brittany
had soared and was now reading above
grade level, and Tessa had made great
progress. After our first Kindergarten
graduation was over, Mike approached
me. I’ll never forget what he said to
me, he reached out to shake my hand,
with a tear running down his cheek,
and said ―Thank you, thank you for
doing what you said you were going to
do, for keeping your promise.‖ Last
June, Tessa graduated from our eighth
grade and is doing well in high school.
Brittany is now a junior in high school
and an honors student and a member of
the school ROTC and championship
rifle team. Gabby is in the 6th grade.
Unfortunately, several years later I had

Guests from Columbus Charter School

the unwanted privilege of being a
pallbearer at Mike’s funeral.
This is a shining example of
the sacrifices our parents make. This
family was searching for an
alternative and they found it. They
realized what a lot of parents with
much, much, higher incomes could
not see at that time—a school that was
dedicated to keeping its word, its
promise. It is also a testament to the
sacrifices you all make as teachers. It
would have been a lot easier for them
to put the children on a bus and be
done with it, yet they didn’t do that.
Why?
Because they knew they
wanted something better for their
children and they found it at Charter
Day School. And others are now
finding it at Columbus Charter
School.
I told you that story, not to
boast about our accomplishments, but
to emphasize how important you as a
faculty and staff are to the parents we
serve. They are truly the reason why
we exist. By putting their needs
above our own, we together have
created an environment which
families from all over Southeast North
Carolina are seeking to bring their
children. So, in summary, on behalf of
the children and their parents, thank
you for all that you give and the
sacrifices you make.
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Lady Vikings Go To Nationals
Orlando—The
RBA
Vikings
Cheerleaders have made it to Nationals five years
in a row! The RBA Vikings recently returned from
nationals in Walt Disney World, Florida. The RBA
Viking Cheerleaders were invited after a first place
finish at the eight state regional championships for
both the Junior Pee Wee (8-11 years) age group
and the Midget (11-15 years) age group.
This was the 5th year and the 9th and 10th
teams from RBA to consecutively place at the
regional level and qualify to compete on the
national level. Our girls did an outstanding job this
year. Our Junior Pee Wee team placed 6th in the
nation. Our Midget team placed 5th in the nation.
Coach Jean LaFave states, ―We are very proud of
the accomplishments of these girls this year and are
excited about the future.‖

Archery Team Aims For Kentucky In 2010!
The North Carolina Wildlife Resources
Commission will be hosting an Archery In The
Schools Virtual Tournament on February 17, 2010.
This is the first step in qualifying for the NASP
national tournament to be held in May at the
Kentucky Exposition Center in Louisville. ―This is
the RBA Archery Team’s first year of competition.
They are eager and excited to have an opportunity to
prove themselves,‖ said coach T.J. Beamer.
Coach Nick Cramer adds, ―In order to be
on the archery team, students must meet certain
criteria including academic performance, behavior
and sportsmanship.‖
―Because of the academic standards
required by the archery team, my son has brought
his grades up significantly and is now motivated to
keep them up!‖states parent Sheri Justice.
The program at RBA has been such a
motivational success that it is now offered as an
elective to qualifying middle school students.
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Charter Day School Students Walk Over 1000 Miles!
This year the Charter
Day School elementary students
led by Coach Stacey Buchholz
and Coach Jean Lafave have
started a new Mega Mileage
Walking Program during health
class. Grades 3-5 walk laps
around Learning Lane and receive credit for each lap. At the
end of the first five miles, each
student receives a chain along
with a multi colored toe token.
As they continue they receive a
new toe token with every five
miles completed. Amazingly
after only the first nine weeks
all students have completed the
first five miles, and several of
the kids have finished over 10
miles.
The Mega Mileage
Walking Program is modeled
after The Feelin’ Good Mega
Mileage Club which is North
America’s premier walking/
running program for schools.
Last year 2.5 million children in
10,000+ schools logged almost
30 million miles, thereby reducing playground hassles, increas-

ing kids’ learning readiness, grade level. The first
nine week winners were
and fighting obesity.
During the first nine Ms Brown’s class 3D,
weeks our students walked Ms. Godbey’s class 4D,
1,144.2 miles! Each of the and Ms. Britt’s class 5A.
grade levels competed for the Charter Day School is
highest number of miles per well on its way to ac-

complishing its goal
for the 2009-2010
school year which is
to walk across America from Leland to
California
2,740
miles.

Charter Day School Wins Silver Award
Raises Over $3,000.00 for JDRF
―Despite these difficult

economic times, people still
opened their hearts and their
pocketbooks to give to the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation,‖ states Samantha Williams,
The Roger Bacon Academy
JDRF Team Captain. Charter
Day School received the Silver
Award for raising over $3,00.00
to help fund research to cure this
disease.
JDRF and their partners
are on the verge of creating the

First Generation Artificial
Pancreas System. This system would automate how
blood sugar is managed in
people with diabetes.
―With such an outbreak of support from our
school and our local community,‖ Williams continues,
―we may see the successful
development of this system in
our lifetime.‖

Page 6

The Composer

Volume , Issue X1

Middle School Chorus Has Busy Christmas
Now Prepares for Williamsburg, Virginia Competition

Middle School Chorus performs at USO for families of troops deployed overseas.
Wilmington—The Middle
School Chorus of the Roger Bacon
Academy just completed a very busy
itinerary this past Christmas. Along
with their yearly Christmas concert
which was held on December 15th at
Kenan Auditorium on the campus of
the University of North CarolinaWilmington, the chorus ventured out
into the community for several
additional performances. On December
16th, the chorus performed for the
second year for the residents of the
Brunswick Cove Nursing Facility in
Leland.
On Thursday morning,
December 17th, the chorus took their
first trip to the Brunswick County
Courthouse and sang for the honorable
Judge Ola Lewis and her staff.

Thursday evening,
December 17th concluded with the
students returning to the
Independence Mall wi t h a
performance for many friends,
family, and busy shoppers. It began
that evening with the students
meeting at the food court for dinner
and then concluded with their
performance.
The most rewarding
performance was the invitation to
sing for the families of those
soldiers from our own 30th/1-120th
NC National Guard of Wilmington
now in Iraq . The performance was
held at the Historic USO Building in
downtown Wilmington on
December 19th.

The final week of school
proved to be the busiest ever for
the Music Department but the
rewards and opportunities will be
cherished for a lifetime.
The remainder of the year
holds even more exciting
opportunities for the chorus as
they feverishly prepare for their
annual competition at Busch
Gardens Amusement Park in
Williamsburg, Virginia.
The
chorus has received a Superior
rating and first place for the past
two years at this competition.
They will also be preparing for the
annual spring musical and, of
course, the farewell performance
for the class of 2010 at
graduation.
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Parents Hit Jackpot in Charter School Lotteries
Schools’ students score big on state tests
Leland, NC, December 2, 2009
―Charter Day School’s
lottery was a great choice for parents
who were willing to take the chance
of enrollment at such a competitive
school, as the students scored higher
overall on their End of Grade tests
than all surrounding counties and the
state,‖ announced Superintendent,
Mark Cramer.
In comparison to New
Hanover, Brunswick, Duplin,
Bladen, Columbus, and Pender
counties, Charter Day School’s
overall percent proficient scored
higher in Reading, Math, Science,
Algebra I, and Computer Skills.
―We are very proud of our students’
success,‖ states Headmaster Jennifer
Beamer.
―And I encourage all
parents looking for a successful
educational experience, to apply to
our school during our month of open
-enrollment.‖
Charter Day School’s open

Headmaster Beamer poses with Students of the Month,
Freddie Williams, Jallissa Freeman and Yesina Pagan

enrollment is January 1 st through
January 31st and is open to all children
in North Carolina. ―People don’t realize
that we are a free public school
accepting children regardless of race,
religion, ethnic background, and socioeconomic status. Admittance is based
on a public lottery held in February,‖
assures Carly Nunalee, Assistant
Superintendent.
Mrs. Lori Boldt, a parent, board

member, and PTO president,
took the chance of entering
three children in Charter Day
School’s lottery; and on the
day of the lottery, remembers
the excitement and anxiety
filling the room.
―It was
worth the uncertainty,‖ voices
Mrs. Boldt, ―As we could not
have made a better academic
decision for our kids. They
are all currently enrolled at
CDS and progressing and
achieving at an advanced level.‖
Charter Day School is a
free public charter school in Leland
that was founded in 1999 and serves
over 800 students from five
counties in grades K-8. It has
received a number of honors for its
academic excellence including
―School of Distinction‖ for the 2008
-2009 school year!
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Columbus Charter School
35 Bacon’s Way
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910/641-9014

General School Information
School:
Founded:
Currently:
Awards:
Campus:

Charter Day School
2 0 0 0 wi t h 6 5 s t u d e n t s i n g r a d e s K - 2
2 0 0 9 wi t h 8 3 2 s t u d e n t s i n g r a d e s K - 8
2005 Honor School of Excellence,
Top 25 K-8 in NC, AYP
5 0 w o o d e d a c r e s , 1 2 m i n u t e s we s t
of Wilmington off H74

Dear Parent,
As you read this edition of ―The
Composer‖ please celebrate with us on
the occasion of both Charter Day School
and Columbus Charter School being

Columbus Charter School
2 0 0 7 wi t h 1 2 4 s t u d e n t s i n K - 2
2 0 0 9 wi t h 3 6 3 s t u d e n t s i n K - 4
2008-9 School of Distinction, High Growth, AYP
100 acre campus,10 minutes north
of Whiteville off Old Lumberton Road

awarded ―School of Distinction‖ for the
2008-2009 school year! We are ranked
in the top 16% of all schools in the
State of North Carolina. Please take
time to notice Charter Day School’s
SAT 10 test scores. These scores
compare us to other schools on the
national level.
You’ll see the celebration of a
milestone in the life of The Roger
Bacon Academy/Charter Day School
on pages 2 and 3. ―Decade of
Distinction‖ and ―Promises Kept.‖ .
You’ll see Headmaster of
Columbus Charter School, Steve Smith,
proudly displaying a map of additional
property purchased for the expansion of
the school. Included in this article are
parent testimonials about CCS.
You’ll see students engaging
in healthy outdoor activities which
promote physical fitness and good
conduct such as the ―Mega Mileage

Walking Program‖ that Coach Stacey and
Coach Jean have included in the Physical
Education resource time.
You’ll read about the results of the
Pop Warner National Cheerleading
Championships and where our two
competition squads are ranked. Also, our
archery team is aiming for a national
competition this year in Louisville,
Kentucky.
You’ll see that the music
department had an exciting Christmas
schedule including our middle school
chorus singing at the USO to the families of
troops stationed overseas.
But reading this edition of The
Composer cannot convey the actual campus
spirit that exists throughout our schools. So
we urge you to call and arrange for a visit.
Because seeing is believing..
Mark Cramer, Superintendent

