The Compose

The Roger Bacon Academy, for
Charter Day School & Columbus Charter School

Emotions Run High at Lottery

See a video of the lottery at www.youtube.com/user/PEFNC.

Charter Day School had mor{g
applications than seats for each cla
of students again this year. There
were 235 student applications to
enter the charter school with only
89 spots available; 146 families
were left disappointed.

In compliance with public
charter school admission guidelines,
the school admits applicants by publ
lottery. The lottery drawing was held
on campus Friday, February 11, 20
at 10 a.m. Due to high demand
resulting from a statemposed cap
on the growth of charter schools,
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more than 200 parents attended.
Charter Day School, along with
local officials, conducted a fair and
unbiased lottery by pulling numbers
out of an opaque container.

The event came as state law
makers are proposing lifting the cur-
rent cap on charter schools. In light
of North Cari82bfn
40 state$ by the National Alliance
for Public Charter Schools, the even
also highlights the need for greater |
public awareness and more competi

tive, innovative charter laws. According to public school law:

i We woul d | ov eStatules 18528829F a | |
families that appAnychiflwlolisdjdaficd uddér thi
Cramer, Superintendent of Charter Days of this state for admission to a
School ABut the [ugi€dchodli8 qudlified for adnfissi
law has limited the growth of charter g charter schools. Charter schools
schools, and until that law is changed shall not discriminate against any
we have to follow the guidelines for  syydent on the basis of ethnicity, na-
lottery submissi otgaloflgin, gender, or disability and

fiChart er s c h o oshad notligmihagmissigntocskideatso
choose whom they want to be in their the basis of intellectual ability, disabil-

schools, 0o said Helilydase gaed gendgrenationalforg
Beamer. #fAOur mi ssleligionoiagcestih ser ve 4
chil dren equally. o
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Let Your Voice Be Heard!

Dear Charter School Parent, February 11, 2011
We completed our enroliment lottery and had about 240 applicants for 90 slots; so unfortunately 150 parents were
di sappointed at the dayodés outcome. We have applied t

schools, and both times, despite our outstanding academic record, the SBE denied our application without any
explanation.

Under the SBE, North Carolina ranks™46 the nation in graduation rates according to the US Dept. of Education. Over
half of our minority males do not graduate. An article in the News and Observer stated that North Carolifsimanks 4
expul sions and suspensions. NCo6s Ograde.t ests show mos

Now we need your helpThe past arbitrary and erratic rulings of the SBE pose a threat to every charter school in the
state. Thereforglease call these legislatoed tellthemfi P1 eas e move the Office of (
r

under the State Board of Education and into a diffe

Representative Paul Stam 919/3628873 Paul.Stam@ncleg.net House Education Committee

Representative Bryan Holloway 919/7335609 Bryan.Holloway@ncleg.net House Education Committee
Chairman

Senator Richard Stevens 919/7335653 Richard.Stevens@ncleg.net Bill Sponsor

Senator Jerry Tillman 919/7335870 Jerry.Tillman@ncleg.net Committee CeChair

As you are aware, the new General Assembly is working hard to change the restrictive charter laws that have been ir
place for many years.

They will remove the limits on the number of charter schools, so there can be more charters.
They wil/l remove the |imits on a charter school 6s

Theywantto remove the control of the State Board of Education, so each school is free to best serve its students
under a separate Office of Charter Schools.

Your Senatorsvantto create highguality charter schools under an Office thahdependent of the State Board of
Education(SBE), but they face opposition from a number of spéotalest groups who are demanding that the SBE to
retain control of charter schools.

Some claim the state constitution requires the SBE to rule over charters. We believe this claim is unfounded and mu
challenged. The Office of Charter Schools, which regulates charter schools, must be taken out from under the contrc
the SBE and placed under another branch such as the Department of Administration.

Your legislators need to hear from youand know of your support for andependent Office of Charter Schoold et
them know that yodo not wanthe State Board of Education controlling charter schools like they control the other
schools.

Pleasecall these legislators who are working hard on your behalfThank them andlet them know you support an
independent Office of Charter Schoolsrot more of the same failed SBE control.

You must let these great charter supporters know immediately that you are behind their efforts foffreie SB&iter
system. The vote is sodPlease help by calling todayhank you.

Sincerely, Your Board of Trustees


mailto:Bryan.Holloway@ncleg.net
mailto:Richard.Stevens@ncleg.net
mailto:Jerry.Tillman@ncleg.net
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Eighth Graders See Homelessness Up Close

The students in the eighth grade language a
class, taught by Mr. Will Fassbender, not on
study their world through literature, they make §
difference in their world through action! After

The students were very enthusiastic and we
about planning and promoting the can drivg
throughout the entire school. From Novembe
15 to December 15, with contributions from thei
can collection, our Cub Scouts, and the holida
fair, the eighth graders collected 2,515 cans (
food.

Reading about homelessness is one thin
Seeing it up close is another. On December 13

2010, the eighth graders loaded over 1,500 |b§tudents Zack Bordeaux and Alex Thomas helping with supplies. Later Zack
of food onto the activity bus and traveledtothesl sclosed that he enjoyed participa
Good Shepherd Center in Wilmington. After

unloading their contributions, the students were

could see the living envir

guided through the Center. They were allowed to
see the common areas, sleeping quarters and the
food and clothes donation areas.

Afterward, the students were given a
writing assignment based on their experience.

AMy experience with
Center was wonderful. | had so much fun helping
ot her people because, I
that often. | really think the trip was life changing
not only to the homeless people but to me. That
was my first time helping homeless people but
definitely not my | ast,
Deschamps.

Cameron Beebe remarke
Good Shepherd Center food drive taught our class
a valuable lesson in teamwork and the meaning of
charity. We enjoyed collecting cans and so did the

Will Britt with others unloadingekanmenft aqoy . stﬁudweaptasnaz‘)ed a
they put the food up. We spent twenty minutes unloading the bus and ten A s ce i i shed t h
mi nutes | ater all the food was %8 xcla n}

have en beggmg me "for more service learning

opportunities, o0 states N
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There are two kinds of rewards in this world.

An extrinsic reward is the kind you ca
touch or feel or taste; your paycheck, a bonud
new car, a new outfit, ice cold pecan pie with i -3
cream. These rewards tend to be external co
from our employers, clients, friends, and family.

An intrinsic reward cannot be seen,
cannot be touched. These are usually not visibl
the eye. Intrinsic rewards, in many cases, are
ceived when we have
when we have made a difference. Intrinsic rewa
make us cry, make us warm all over, and help
realize that life is about supporting others.

teachers, students, and parents for their acce
plishments and their commitment to high stap-
dards.

to R Award Winners: Micah McDaniel, Courtney Dees, Ashlyn
Herron, Samantha Stearns, and Elizabeth Eskander
We start by asking teachers and princi-

pals to select a few students from their school
represent academic, athletic, or social excelle
Each student is then asked to identify whi
teacher has had the greatest positive impact.
student recognizes his or her teacher by writing
letter describing how the teacher impacted t
studentods i fe. The h

and the honored teachers are all invited to atte
the NB Chamber of Commerce Excellence in Eo
cation dinner.

That evening the ¢
are recognized and in turn, each student reads
or her letter to the teacher. The Excellence in E¢
cation Program encourages students to ackna
edge the important role of teachers. It hong
teachers by reminding them that their wo

fimakes a difference.o A@os\’/e:P%r%n?s%f CSOLtlrtHegl Be'?ast, Ex{efehcé ip\ EdticatidPaward winner.

to the podium, teachers in the room are reminde
why they love to teach. Below: Tom Miller presents awards at Middle School assembly.
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RBA Vikings Cheerleader
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RBA Vikings Cheerleaders at Pop Warner National
Championships in Orlando, Florida

s Sixth Return to Nationals

The Roger Bacon Academy Viking Pop
Warner Cheerleaders have just completed their sixth
successful seasonThis year RBA had over 130 girls
participating on five teams including three
competitive. The competitive teams went on to win
the Coastal Pop Warner Local and Regional Title and
traveled to National Pop Warner Championships in
Walt Disney World. At Nationals, our youngest
(JPW) team placed fourtgur middle (PW) team
placed sixth,and our oldest team (Midget) placed
fifth. This was the sixth year our teams have earned
the right to compete on the national levélll of the
participants had a wonderful time and are very
excited about working hard to make it back again next
year.

RBA Archery Team Nabs Shot At NASP Nationals

See the WECT News story video by Casey Roman at www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDvDat7R5Cs.

On Monday, February 21, The RBA archer
teams made up of 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th grade
competed in the NASP state virtual competitiof
The virtual competition means that teams across 1{
state simultaneously compete and results are tall
online to declare the winners. Teams with th
highest scores qualify for the NASP nationd
tournament. The'"5and &' grade qualifying score is
2,700, and % and & grade qualifying score is
2,800. Summation of the highest 12 individug
scores, with at least 4 of both gender will compris
the team score.

The 7th & 8th grade team scored above tt
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qualifying score and earned a spot at the natiof

competition that will be held in Louisville,
Kentucky in May.

Mr. Joel Medley, Acting Director of the NC Office of Charter Schools,

observes the intense concentration and attention to detail shown by the arct



