
 “I know many expressed disap-
pointment at being on the waiting list; but 
with parents being relocated or moving 
between now and the opening, we are usu-
ally able to accommodate many who have 
been wait-listed,” Mr. Cramer said. 

 Charter Day School opened in 
July of 2000 with 65 students in grades K-
2. The next year, enrollment grew to 129 
students in grades K-3.  In 2002, grade 4 
was added and the school grew to 256 stu-
dents.  Last summer we began our fourth 
year of operation by serving grades K-5 to 
over 390 students from five counties, hav-
ing earned “School of Distinction” for our 
end-of-grade test scores. 

 “Managing the growth with con-
structing new facilities, training new staff, 
and increasing the breadth of our curricu-
lum has been  challenging and could not 
have been possible without the wonderful 
support of our parents and the many parent 
volunteers.” Mr. Cramer said.  

Special points of 

Interest: 

 

National Charter 
School Week—page 1 

 

Tax Credits!—page 7 

 

Headmaster’s Letter—        
            page 8 
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Sullivan and with the help of 
many volunteers will put on 
our annual Family Fun Day. 

 Games, competition, 
a cross-country run, water 
dunkings, picnic lunches, 
crafts, and the “Raffle for 
Charity” will all combine to 
make this a special day for 
everyone. 

Leland:  The week of May 
3—May 7 is National Charter 
School Week as proclaimed by 
President Bush. 

 Charter Day School 
will celebrate with a program 
Tuesday morning, May 4, at 
8:30 AM that honors our na-
tion’s heritage.  

 The Roger Bacon 
Chorus will give another of its 
great performances under the 

direction of Music Director 
Wes Rickard. 

 Scouts, Twirlettes, 
and Martial Arts members will 
be presented, and a guest 
speaker will again add to the 
program Tuesday.  Parents, 
neighbors and friends are all 
invited to join us for this event. 

 Additionally, on Fri-
day May 7, The Booster Club, 
under the guidance of  Sharon 

T h e  R o g e r  B a c o n  A c a d e m y  a n d   
C h a r t e r  D a y  S c h o o l  N e w s p a p e r  

Nat iona l  Char te r  Schoo l  Week to  be 
Ce lebra ted  May 3-7 

Record Enrollment 1 

Charter Week 1 

3rd Grade Quad 2 

Martial Arts = Fun 2 

Knights of Olde 3 

Chorus Acts 3 

Booster Club News 3 

Arbor Day 4 

Raffle Tickets 5 

History at Home 5 

Nat. Charter Week 6 

Walking for Health 6 

Cub Scout News 7 

Affairs of State 7 

Headmaster’s Letter 8 

I ns i de  t h i s  i ssue :   
Apr i l  20 ,  200 4  

Vo lume I I ,  I ssue 2  

Record  Enro l lment  fo r  2004-2005 
Lo t te ry  Resu l ts  Announced 

Leland:  Along with  approval for the 10-
year renewal of its charter by the State 
Board of Education,  Charter Day School 
will have a record enrollment of over 520 
students in grades K-6 for the school year 
beginning in July, 2004. 

 Headmaster Mark Cramer an-
nounced the results of the lottery and all 
parents should have received notification 
of the status of their applications. 

Ms. Connie Hall and Virginia Osborn prepare 
enrollment packages for mailing 



Campus:  To accommodate the increased enrollment for the 2004-2005 school 
year, four new classrooms have been built and are now being used.  Next year, 
these new classrooms will house our 3rd grade students; but until then, they are 
being used for a variety of different purposes.  Primarily, during the school 
day, students and teachers use these rooms to “break out” into smaller groups 
in order to provide a smaller teacher to student ratio.  These classrooms have 
also been utilized for meetings, Martial Arts,  and Boy Scouts. 

   In addition to providing additional instruction space, Ms. Amy 
Brooks, our daycare supervisor,  has been able to separate the daycare students 
into more appropriate age groupings.  “The older children now have their own 
after-school space, separate from the younger children”. Ms Brooks stated.  
This space gives these students a quieter space that is more conducive for com-
pleting their homework and forming study groups. 

New Th i rd  Grade Quad Comple ted  and  Occup ied 

 

“Every year, we add a grade and have to add fencing and gates.  Every year Dennis McCall comes back with the best 
materials at the best price and the fastest installation.  I don’t think you can do better than to call McCall.” 

Mark Cramer, Headmaster, The Roger Bacon Academy 

���������
Hurricane R. Dennis McCall, Jr. 

(910) 763-4960 

Fax (910) 762-5449 

612 South Front Street 

P.O. Drawer 2067 

Wilmington, NC 28402 

The Roger  Bacon  Academy  Mar t i a l  A r t s  C lub  
Leland:  The Roger Bacon Academy is sponsoring a Martial Arts 
Club under the leadership of Mr. Mike Frank, Fifth Grade Teacher.  

     Mr. Frank served our country for 20 years as a decorated mem-
ber of the Army’s Special Operation Command before joining our 
staff, and he holds a black belt in TaeKwonDo. 

    Mr. Frank, in addition to teaching his six children, has taught 
Martial Arts classes for the children at various military bases where 
he has served.  

“Although I lean heavily on the arts that I have studied to benefit 
my students,  the one thing I have found to be universal in my stud-
ies of Martial Arts is the discipline, integrity, and hard work ethics 
that are taught,” says Mr. Frank. 

     The Club has two classes of 25 students each that meet after 
school from 3:30 to 4:30 each week. One class is on Tuesday and 
Thursday, and the other class meets Monday and Wednesday. The 
cost is $25 monthly. 

T h e  C o m p o s e r  P a g e  2  

Discipline +  Integrity + Hard Work = FUN!!   



Brave Knights and Fair Maidens 
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Leland:  We have some very interested 
parents and are having a great showing 
at the meetings.  Thanks for your sup-
port!  Our Booster Club President, 
Sharon Sullivan,  has worked very 
hard throughout the school year; and 
we all owe her a debt of gratitude.  
Thanks, Sharon! 

 We understand that you do 
not want to turn your children into 
professional salespersons, so we are 
attempting to keep the fundraising 
events down to a minimum.  So far we 
have had the Coupon Books sales; the 
Book Fair, with an exciting new book 
publisher, Usborne; Santa’s Workshop 

and our spring Cookie Dough sale.   

          These activities have greatly 
benefited the school by providing 
funds so that the Booster Club has 
been able to buy a number of things 
for our children.  Items include extra 
books for the classroom libraries; a 
great deal of new playground equip-
ment for all grades; a new laminat-
ing machine; a new storage building 
for Booster Club equipment such as 
popcorn machines, field day equip-
ment,  and various other supplies;  
and PE uniform inventories.  Addi-
tionally, some of the flowers and 
landscaping materials have been 

purchased through the courtesy of the 
Booster Club.   

 Last but not least, the Booster 
Club is funding a new building on cam-
pus.  This building will provide three 
rooms for Booster Club meetings, scout 
activities, break-out classes, and numer-
ous other activities not well suited for a 
regular classroom.  We plan to have the 
new buildings ready in time for school in 
July. 

 The Booster Club meets regu-
larly  on the 4th Tuesday of each month 
after school. Everyone is invited to join 
and a dues contribution of $15 is encour-
aged. 

Campus:  For an after-
noon, the upper quad was 
transformed into a castle’s 
grounds for a tournament and 
medieval celebration.   

 As in days of old, 
knights competed not only in 
martial skills, but in dramatic 
presentations, poetry recitals, 
and song. 

 Maids in waiting 
assisted in the event and stu-
dents with outstanding 
achievements were assem-
bled in the King’s Court as 
honored guests.   

The  Rog er  B acon  Chorus  Act i v i t i es  Spreading Christmas Joy 

     Over the holidays, the 30-member 
Roger Bacon Chorus entertained many 
with their Christmas songs. 

      In addition to their campus activi-
ties, the chorus put on a recital  for 
shoppers at the Independence Mall and 
toured the Brunswick Cove Nursing 
Home for an hour of songs for the resi-
dents. 

      The chorus will next perform at the 
May 4 program during National Charter 
Week with songs from our nation’s 
heritage. 
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The RBA Chorus at Independence Mall 
The RBA Chorus at Brunswick Cove 

Honored Students in the King’s Court 



Arbor  Day  Sees a  New Look  Coming to  Campus– 
                                                   fo r  now and the fu tu re !  

T h e  C o m p o s e r  

   Thanks to the hard work and expertise of Mr. Gene Hartis 
of Terrametics and the 30 willow oaks provided by Coastal Habitat 
Conservancy, the campus will begin to take on a new look. 

 “These oaks will grow to a sixty foot span over the next 
ten to twenty years,” said Mr. Hartis.  “They are the same trees that 
were planted around the New Hanover Hospital two decades ago, 
and now form such a dramatic view.” 

 An oak is cited on each side of  the campus entrance and 
two more span the front of the administration building.  Six of the 
trees are in the courtyard of the 5th grade quad and the remainder 
line the lane between the athletic field and the quad with three trees 
placed at each end of the athletic field. 

 “Once they become established, they are fast growing and 

will soon provide shade and shelter for the campus,” said Mr. 
Hartis.  “As they get larger, we will remove the nearby pines to 
give them more room to grow,” he added. 

     To add to the beauty of the oaks, Ms. Sharon Sullivan and 
Ms. Michele Miller have planted gardens around each of the 
oaks in front of the office as well as flowers around the foun-
tain.  

     “These perennials will return bigger and better every year,” 
said Ms. Sullivan. 

P a g e  4  

 

“Gene always has been there when we needed help and advice on improving our campus.  Knowledge-
able, skilled, and prompt—there’s no one any better.”    Baker Mitchell, Trustee, The Roger Bacon Acad-
emy. 
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Licensed Landscape Contrac-

Gene Hartis 
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Raff le  fo r  Char i ty—May 7 ,  2004 
 The Booster Club is 
sponsoring a “Raffle for Char-
ity” to be held during the 
Field Day celebration on May 
7, Booster Club President 
Sharon Sullivan announced. 

 Ms. Libby Buck ap-
plauded area merchants for 
their generous contributions 
of prizes to the school for this 
raffle.  

 Tickets are $1.00 each 
and are available from stu-
dents or at the door. 

Prizes and the firms donating are: 
1) Grand Recliner by Rose Brothers Furniture, $400 value 
2) GE Microwave by Atlantic Appliance, $190 value 
3) Boy’s Mountain Bike by George Harris Entrp., $68 value 
4) Girl’s Mountain Bike by Joanne Parker, Remax, $68 value 
5) Gift Certificate by Indochine Restaurant, $20 value 
6) Dinner for 2 by Szechwan 132 Restaurant 
7) Dinner for 2 by Potters Seafood House 
Top Student Ticket Sellers will receive: 
1st Place—$25 Gift Certificate by Toys R Us 
2nd Place—$15 Gift Certificate by Toys R Us 
3rd Place—$10 Gift Certificate by Toys R Us 

History  a t  Home—Mr.  Ray Pr i ce  

 This photograph shows 
Mr. Ray Price, Facilities and 
Maintenance Manager,  plowing 
with a mule in the spring of 1970 
as had been done by farmers for 
thousands of years. 

 Whether by mule, by 
oxen, or by draft horse, animal 
power was the only means of 
tilling the soil until tractors came 
within reach of most farmers just 
a few short years ago. 

 Now there are scarcely 
any mules left in this area, and 

we are fortunate to have Mr. Price 
and this picture to bridge our 
knowledge to how things were 
done in the past. 

 “ T h e  e x p r e s s i o n 
‘stubborn as a mule’ is based on 
true fact,” Mr. Price said.  “You 
never knew when the mule would 
decide it had had enough and 
would just stop for a while.” 

 “The tractor is much more 
dependable unless Mr. Cramer has 
gotten it stuck in a mud hole or 
something,” he added. 
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Nat iona l  Char te r  Schoo l  Week  Schedu le 

“Walking for Health” 
Campus:  Charter Day School, along with 
Boseman’s Sporting Goods, is sponsoring an 
exercise program for all parents and staff to 
encourage walking for health.  A gift certifi-
cate good for $25 off on any purchase of $50 
or more at Boseman’s will be awarded to any 
parent or staff after they log 25 walking  
miles. 

       Four times around the Learning 
Lane/Bacon’s Way inside loop is one mile or 
three times around Learning Lane’s outside 
loop to the athletic filed is one mile. Once 
around the cross-country course is 1.51 miles, 
but be careful and always go in pairs around 
this loop!  Already the staff has logged over 
308 miles and parents have logged nearly 
1100 laps for a total of 360 miles. 

     A number of parents have commented that 
walking the laps around the wooded campus is 
very safe and convenient.  “We are already 
here to drop off or pick up our kids so we can 
easily park and put in a few laps,” one parent 
commented.   

      To participate, see Ms. Connie Hall in 
administration, who will set up a card for you 
to log your times and distances each time you 
walk.  The only condition is that your walking 
be done on campus between 8 AM and 3 PM. Parents doing their laps. 

Spirit Week Activities May 3-7 

Monday— 

Island Day with Hawaiian dress 

Tuesday— Chorus Recital - ”Honoring Our Heritage” 

Dress Up Day with white tops and khaki bottoms only. 

Wednesday— 

School Spirit with all purple and grey clothes in school colors 

Thursday— 

Hippie Day (ask your grandparents) 

Friday—Family Fun Day 

Casual Day with fun clothes (but not sloppy!) 



Leland:  Cub Scout Pack 705 is 
a proud part of The Roger Ba-
con Academy here at Charter 
Day School.  The Pack’s mem-
bership is currently at 56 and 
continues to grow as talk about 
the fun times that they have is 
spread.  Pack 705 is always 
accepting new  members and is 
planning a round -up to recruit 
new members soon.  If inter-
ested, please contact the den 
leader of your son’s school 
grade or you can call Sharon 
Sullivan at 655-8069. 

 Along with the 
weekly meetings, overnight 
outings and other adventures, 
one of the most enjoyable 

Affairs of State  
Know your candidates:  
Charter Day School has hosted 
visits and parent meetings with 
several candidates this spring.  
Senate candidate Woody White 
conducted an extensive visit to 
the campus in late March 
visiting numerous classes and 
discussing the challenges facing 
charter schools with staff and 
parents. Candidate for governor 
and state senator Patrick 
Ballantine visited the campus 
and met with parents and 
students on April 19. The school 

is also fortunate to have 
District Judge James H. 
Faison as the keynote speaker 
at the school’s celebration of 
National Charter School 
Week. 

The school welcomes visits 
by all in government who 
seek to learn about the role of 
charter schools in our K-12 
educational system.  Parents 
are always encouraged to 
engage their representatives in 
dialogue about their views on 
education. 

Cub Scou t  Pack  705  New s 
times for the boys is the pine 
wood derby races.  Their last 
race was held on February 
28th and was a huge success 
with approximately 100 chil-
dren and spectators in atten-
dance.  In order to make this 
event even more spectacular 
in the future, Ms. Sullivan 
announced that  “we are 
working hard to raise enough 
money to purchase our own 
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pine wood derby track.  The 
boys are very excited about 
the idea and are working hard 
towards that goal.”  Ms. Sulli-
van went on to explain that 
the Boy Scouts always accept 
donations and if you would 
like to donate to such a won-
derful event, please contact 
her. 

 The other highlight 
of Pack 705 was the Blue and 

Pack 705 Leaders 

E & I Builders 
Luke Eason 

910-443-2525 Cell 

910-793-1211 Fax 

702 Rawles Court 

Wilmington, NC 28412 

“Luke built the new 3rd grade 
quad on schedule and within 
budget.  Any problems are 
always addressed until things 
are perfect,” Mark Cramer, 
Headmaster 

Gold banquet that was held on 
March 6 here at The Roger 
Bacon Academy.  This event 
celebrated the birthday of 
Scouting.  Additionally, many 
of the boys crossed over to 
their next level of Scouts. 

Tax Credits!  On January 1, 
2004, the ability for teachers to 
deduct personal expenses they 
absorbed for their classes 
lapsed.  US Representative 
DeMint of South Carolina 
introduced HR 4034 that seeks 
to improve on the old 
deduction by replacing it with 
a tax credit for the teachers.  
In addition, the bill allows 
individuals to take 75% of 
their donations to schools up 
to $1,000 as a tax credit, and 

corporations can claim tax 
credits up to $100,000 for their 
school donations.  Several 
states already have similar 
provisions in their state tax 
codes and have thereby 
substantially increased giving 
to schools. 
Parents should make their 
views known to their 
representatives about their 
opinions of the provisions of 
this bill. 

 

Senator Ballantine Visits K Students and  Ms. Butcher  
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To: 

Genera l  Schoo l  In fo rmat ion  
Year  Founded :  2000    65  s tudents  i n  grades K -2  
Cur rent  S ize :    2003  393  in  grades K -5 ;  2004  520  in grades K-6  
Camp us:  50  wooded  acres ,  12  minutes  west  o f  W i lmington o f f  H74-76  

Headmaster’s Letter 

     It is amazing how quickly the end 
of the school year is approaching.    

     The results from the annual Parent 

Survey were rewarding to all who have 
worked so hard to make the school a 
success.  For “Overall Satisfaction,” 
97% were Very Satisfied or Satisfied 
and there were no unsatisfied re-
sponses.  

      Our efforts toward providing more 
ex-curricula programs are meeting with 
great success!  The Chorus has nearly 
40 members; and the Martial Arts Club 
has 50 members, as does our Cub Scout 
Pack 705.  The Cub Scouts won a Gold 
Medallion at the jamboree campout at 
Camp McNeill for Best Team Spirit!  

     Although we might like to start 
winding down, it is imperative that all 
of us keep focused on our education 
mission!  The upper grade students, 3rd, 
4th and 5th grades are diligently working 
to prepare for the End of Grade (EOG) 
testing.  As you are aware, it is the 
scores from these test grades that count 

7055 Bacon's Way 
Leland, NC  28451 

Phone:  910-655-1214 
Fax:      910-251-1549 
www.CharterDaySchool.org 
Email: lsmith@RogerBacon.net 
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toward our ABC goals and our meet-
ing the goals set in the President’s “No 
Child Left Behind.” 

     Beginning this coming July, Char-
ter Day School will more closely fol-
low the original year round schedule.  
This results in a 9-week on, 3-week off 
schedule.  The Board of Trustees will 
approve the schedule soon, and I will 
ensure that you get a copy as soon as 
possible. 

     Finally, I want to thank all of you 
parents for the support that you give to 
the teachers, the staff, and me.  Charter 
Day School could not be as successful 
as it is without you, our parents. 

 

Mark Cramer, Headmaster 


